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Are We Willing
To Make A Difference?

Last month, my family (in part
through the magic of frequent
flier miles) took a trip of a lifetime
to Barcelona, Spain .

One of the highlights for me was
La Sagrada Familia,
a church that was
designed by famed
architect Antoni
Gaudi.

La Sagrada Familia .
is like nothing I've
ever seen before.
It was awe-
inspiring both spir-
itually and architecturally.

But in the few weeks since the
trip, the thing that has struck me
about the church is Gaudi’s dedi-
cation and willingness to make
many sacrifices to work on the
project.

What do | mean? Gaudi started
working on La Sagrada Familia in
1883. Today, it is projected that
the construction will be finished
in 2026 (note the cranes in my
son’s photo).

While Gaudi didn’t
know that he was
going to die prem-
aturely, he did
know that the
church would nev-
er be close to fin-
ished in his life-

¥ time.

And yet he was still willing to sac-
rifice and dedicate 40 years of his
life to the project because it was
important to his faith and to the
city he loved. (And for the per-
sonal injury connection, he died
at the age of 73 after being run
over by a tram.)

Continued on page 2
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GAUDI: Are We Willing To Make A Difference?

Continued from page 1

In the weeks since we’ve returned, more focused on the short-term it’'s made me think about parent-
I've found myself contemplating and looking for immediate gratifi- ing and how we instill that in our
whether people (especially me) cation instead of taking a longer- children.

are willing to make the sacrifices term outlook for others.

like Gaudi to truly make a differ-
So for that, | thank Gaudi. Another

ence.
Gaudi’s legacy has certainly made legacy for an amazing man.
me think about what type of dif-

It seems like people are more and ference I'm willing to make. And

Protect Your Football Players From Head
Injuries

For many Texans, Fall means one thing —- football season.

For all the great things football season brings, it also brings the risk
of increased injury to players. For some reason, football-related
head injuries have been in the news recently. Last year, there were
a number of news stories about players suffering from concussions
and other types of head injuries. Earlier this summer, new studies
came out linking football-related head injuries to dementia. And in
August, several former NFL players, including Jim McMahon, sued

the NFL and others for issues related to concussions they received

while playing football.

One of the good things about these stories is that they make parents and players aware of the problem. While we’'ll
never be able to eliminate the risk of concussions and head injuries in football, there are things that you can do to at

least help reduce the risk.

Perhaps the most important thing you can do is to make sure your child has the best equipment to protect him. For
years, Virginia Tech University has done excellent research on football helmets, and for the first time, they’re releasing
their recommendations to the public. Their suggested helmet is the Riddell Revolution Speed. It costs $243.99. While
that’s a lot of money, it’s a small price to pay to protect your child’s brain.

To see the full results of the study, go to their website at: http://www.sbes.vt.edu/nid.php
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Books For Brooks

| need your help. Four or five years ago, my wife
and | and another member of our church started a
program at Pickle Elementary in East Austin. At that
time, we had a meeting with the principal
and asked what we could do to help their
students. She told us that the number one
thing her kids needed were books. So we
started a book distribution program at the
school.

Three to four times a year, we go to Pickle
Elementary, and we distribute new and
gently used children’s books to the kids.

| don’t want to brag, but | think the program has
been a huge success. In the few years we’ve been

doing the program, we have distributed over 20,000
books to the kids at the school. We’ve also been
thanked by teachers who have told us that some-
times the only books the children own are books
they received through our program.

But the program only works because peo-
ple have been willing to donate books to
the project. And that’s where you come
in.

As we’re gearing up for another year of
the program, we’re looking for more
books. If you (or someone you know) has
a shelf full of children’s books that aren’t
being used, please let me know. You can call me at
(512)476-4944 or email me at brooks@civtrial.com.
I'd love to take anything you have to help out these
very deserving kids.

Distracted Driving, Me &
The News

An increasingly common issue we’re seeing in car wreck
cases is distracted driving. Whether it’s texting while
driving, playing with a cell phone, paying attention to a
navigation device, or something else, we’re seeing more
and more car wrecks caused by people distracted with
various toys.

Normal drivers aren’t the only ones that are distracted
while we’re driving. Some groups, including police offic-
ers and commercial drivers, have even more on-board
electronics and more opportunities for distraction than
typical drivers.

In August, the Austin Police Department took some steps
to decrease distractions to its officers, and KXAN News

WHILE
DRIVING |
A_’*'_:

did a story about those efforts. Because I've had a
number of distracted driving cases, | was interviewed
as part of that story. If you’re interested, you can
view it at http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/local/APD
-looks--to-keep-cops-eyes-on-road

If you would like more information about distracted
driving, please visit our website (www.civtrial.com).
It has a number of articles and resources on the sub-
ject.
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NEED A LAWYER OF ANY KIND? ASK US

Of course, we always thank you for your refer-
rals to us. But even if you or your friends need
lawyers who do other things, please ask us.
Like everything else, there are good and bad
lawyers, and it’s hard for non-lawyers to tell
the difference. We don’t know everyone in
town, but let us know what you need, and we’ll
try to steer you in the right direction.

This newsletter is informational and not legal
advice. If you need legal advice, feel free to call
us to set up a consultation.

Motorcycle safety products reduce
deaths, injuries

New products and programs are being introduced, and research

is underway, to improve motorcycle safety. Motorcycle fatalities
have increased from 2,294 in 1998 to 5,290 in 2008, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Among the latest safety efforts:

* Stickers that motorcyclists put on their helmets. They alert
people not to remove a rider's helmet after an accident. Helmet
removal should be done by an Emergency Medical Technician in
order to reduce the risk of spinal injuries or paralysis.

* Airbags for riders. The airbags are triggered by a strong pull on
a cord attached to the motorcycle. The rider doesn't have to do
anything. The airbag in the jacket or vest inflates in less than a
quarter of a second after the rider is thrown from the motorcy-
cle, well before he hits the ground. For prices, images and infor-
mation, visit www.safermoto.com.

Of course, the best way to improve motorcycle safety and re-
duce deaths is simply to wear a helmet.



